
   

Happy winter to everyone.  I think the cold weather finally came with a vengeance.  As we 

are all snuggled in our homes and school, I want to share how hard our third—sixth 

grade students are working and preparing for The Pennsylvania System of School As-

sessment (PSSA).  The teachers have analyzed data so it could drive all of their instruc-

tion.  With this, students are receiving personalized instruction, project-based learning, 

student organized learning environments, centers, and much more.  Everyone is work-

ing hard to ensure that all students are feeling success and that they are ready to contin-

ue their learning journey. 

-Marsha Burleson 
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
KINDERGARTEN 

Christopher Airhart 

 

FIRST 

Darius Fletcher 

 

 

SECOND 

Emma Lubawski 

 

THIRD 

Gracie Prepelka 

FOURTH        SIXTH 

Dakota Kuttler       Mike Kemmler 

 

FIFTH 

Riley Ancell 
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Inside this Issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

A monthly calendar will 

take the place of this 

section. 

 

Congratulations 

to the District 

Chorus and Band 

       Congratulations to the students 

who will be  attending District Band 

and Chorus this year.   

 

DISTRICT BAND 

Layne Harman 

Sarah Pallus 

 

        DISTRICT CHORUS 

Sam Moose 

Emily Ward 

Elena Johnson 

Students of the Month 

Our students work hard to 

earn PAWS each month.  

When a student receives a 

PAW, they have a chance to 

become Student of the 

Month.  Each month, I 

choose one student from 

each grade level.  These 

students get their picture on 

the Student of the Month 

Bulletin Board and a certifi-

cate.  They also get to 

choose a coupon.  These 

coupons range from Pizza 

with the Principal to First in 

Line at Lunch.    A special 

thanks to all students who 

earn the PAWS 
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The Weather is Changing 

We are excited to participate with the Pittsburgh Marathon “Kids of STEEL” 

program for the 2nd year in a row here at Crafton Elementary School.  On Jan-

uary 25th, we had a kickoff assembly, introducing the program to the students.  

Kids of STEEL is an exercise and nutrition program designed to motivate chil-

dren to pursue quality nutrition and an active lifestyle by incorporating exer-

cise and healthy eating habits into their daily routine. During a four-month 

training period, children will earn miles to run the equivalent of a full mara-

thon (26.2 miles) and taste new fruits, vegetables, beans and nuts along the 

way. Exercise that results in 15 to 20 minutes of heavy breathing counts as a 

mile.  The students are to track (the chart is on the Pittsburgh Marathon web-

site, see link below) the number of miles they run each day.  Kids of STEEL 

culminates in The Toyota of Pittsburgh Kids Marathon.  It is a one mile fun 

run (not timed) for children to run with family and friends on April 30, 2016.  

ALL REGISTRATION IS TO BE COMPLETED ONLINE.  To register log 

onto www.thepittsburghmarathon.com/KidsOfSteel. Registration closes March 

31, 2016. There are two program choices for the Kids of STEEL. To register 

for the Kids of STEEL program and run the Pittsburgh Kids Marathon, the cost is 

$20, which includes one parent registration. To register for just the Kids of 

STEEL program there is no cost, but you will not be able to participate in the 

Kids Marathon race.  Any questions please contact Mr. Hope at  

stephen.hope@carlynton.k12.pa.us or Mr. Ficorilli at  

joshua.ficorilli@carlynton.k12.pa.us. 

Kids of Steel 
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If you walked up the steps to our fifth and sixth grade rooms, 

you would have seen white walls decorated with some pic-

tures or posters.  If you walk to our fifth and sixth grade 

rooms now, you will see a hallway full of color and inspira-

tion.  Painting with a Twist donated their time and materials 

to create a mural for our school.   

This area is now an innovative learning space that will bring 

life to the hallways of our school.  The one wall is painted 

with purple chalkboard paint so this area can be used.  The 

finishing touches will include a seating area and a place 

where students can write.  This space will be a place where 

learning will be alive. 

Painting with a Twist Brings Color to a Crafton Hallway 

Steaming for a Cause 
Students are having fun as they continue to work on projects designed to explore project-based learning. 

Kindergarten and first grade have taken nature walks, which serve to increase ecological understanding 

of where our food grows, sources of  our water supply, and  the importance of plants and how seasons 

affect our weather. After open-ended discussions,  students created beautiful works of art that allowed 

them to share their enthusiasm for nature and are now working on learning how to sew, a skill they will 

use when collaborating on Pillow Case Dresses. 

 

Second and third grade students recently made glittery “snowman face” ornaments, and are currently 

working on making crystallized pipe cleaner “snowflakes” using a suspension of boiling water and Bo-

rax.  Completed projects will be used as a decoration for our school lobby. 

 

Fourth through sixth grade students have been busy working on woodworking, coding, building bridges 

(with K’nex and gum drops), making slime and currently “Shark Tank”.  Shark Tank participants are 

inventing or innovating a product that will solve a problem. Students also dedicated their time to use 

their creativity to create toys for shelter animals at Animal Friends. 

 

Other projects such as no sew blankets were shared by all grade levels.  The completed blankets were 

recently donated to Wrapped in Love to help comfort cancer patients. In the near future,  Pillowcase 

Dresses  will be introduced. This project  will allow students across the grade levels to collaborate. Older 

students will cut and sew the dresses, while younger students will add the finishing touches.  The dresses 

will be donated to orphanages in Central Africa through the non-profit organization “Little Dresses for 

Africa”. Help is needed in teaching students how to use a sewing machine. Please contact Mrs. Kos-

ko or Mrs. Rynn if interested.   

 

As students participate in STEAM projects they are strengthening problem solving and communication 

skills. Projects help to develop engineering, math and science skills. Many of the activities also build 

empathy, helping children to see and value what another person is feeling or experiencing.   
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Read Across America 

Parents and teachers, will join forces on Wednesday, March 2nd for 
Read Across America Day, which is coincidentally the birthday of Dr. 
Seuss. Dr. Seuss is known for writing beloved children’s books such as 
“Cat in the Hat” and “Oh The Places You’ll Go”. 
 

The celebration will be held the week of February 29 with the goal to promote reading through class-
room activities and special visitors throughout the week. Fifth grade students are eagerly awaiting a 
special visit from Mayor Bloom. Kim Adley,also known as The Queen of Hearts, will be sharing a royal 
story with our kindergarten and first grade classes. Not to be left out, the second through sixth graders 
will experience the legendary, interactive storytelling of  Tim Hartman, with “Folk Trails”. 
 

Our four-legged friends from Animal Friends will be leaving paw prints on our hearts once again. 
 Handlers and their dogs will read stories and allow students to interact with a furry friend. A few visitors 
will be joining our students remotely through a long distance connection as well.  Skype technology will 
be used to connect third grade students with renowned teacher, author and creator of the Global Read 
Aloud Project, Pernille Ripp.  Ms. Ripp is an inspiration to teachers all over the world and will surely 
motivate our children to read!  Finally, sixth grade students will be connecting with Secret Service 
Agent, Mr. Jeff James from our nation’s capitol!  Mr. James will be sharing the origins of the Secret 
Service and help students connect their classroom learnings to real world events.   
 

In addition to these wonderful visitors, other fun activities such as our annual Dr. Seuss Riddle chal-
lenge will be held during the week.  Under the supervision of Mrs. Eddy, GATE students will challenge 
our school to solve a daily riddle that will align with our favorite Dr. Seuss books. Students will be creat-
ing whimsical Seuss-Like art during art class with Mrs. Dzurenda.  Last, but not least, a team of dedi-
cated PTA members are organizing a fun-filled night of family activities for Family Reading Festival, to 
be held the evening of Friday, March 11th.  Our celebration will certainly include our annual book fair to 
 provide children the opportunity to purchase a new book to add to their home libraries! 
 

Reading is a fundamental skill for children and Read Across America helps children discover their po-
tential.  Many thanks for the contributions of all participants who help to make this week so meaningful. 
  

Check This Out 
 

 

 

 

 

In connection with our new website, the district has just launched a new custom-  designed App to provide 
hands-on information at your fingertips (via a smartphone).  This new app provides easy 
access to the schedule of events, the lunch menus, etc. and is connected directly to our 
district website - it will be a great tool for everyone as well as parents and students.  The 
app will also include an alert system for school closures, delays, etc.  Here are the direct 
links to the app in the App Store (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/carlynton-
sd/id1075976119?ls=1&mt=8 and the Google Play Store 
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.relianceco.cma.carlyntonsd) The for-
mer district app has been removed from the app stores and will no longer be used.  Please take time to 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/carlynton-sd/id1075976119?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/carlynton-sd/id1075976119?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.relianceco.cma.carlyntonsd
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                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and             

 community. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society. 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  

 

CRAFTON ELEMENTARY 

412-922-7196 

FAX: 412-922-7587 

marsha.burleson@carlynton.k12.pa.us  

CARLYNTON 

We are on the web 

www.carlynton.k12.pa.us 


